Getting Lost… Getting Found
Statistics

· Over 127,000 people with dementia are critical wanderers each year in the US…

· With increasing number of people with dementia expected – the number may grow to 500,000 by 2040!

· The only group more likely to wander are children!

Definitions

· Critical wanderer – anyone with dementia who leaves and wanders away from a supervised care situation, a controlled environment, or cannot be located

· At-Risk Wanderer – anyone who has a history of or current behavior of getting lost, dementia, dislike for current situation, med change, pacing, disorientation, disturbed wake/sleep cycle, ‘delusional thinking’, desire to leave or get somewhere, exit seeking…

· Escape – planned and purposeful secret leaving

· Elopement – leaving a location to get out and go

· Goal directed wandering – movement attributed to some goal – not trying escape so much as do something

· Random wandering – movement appears to be random and without purpose- following, seeing and going…
Typical Behaviors with Dementia that Affect a Search & Rescue

· Go till ‘stuck’

· Don’t ‘turn around’

· Going to ‘past places, times, events’

· Found in creek, drains, briars or brush (63%)

· Leaves quietly

· Other medical problems affect safe mobility

· History of wandering (72%)
· Cross or leave roadways (67%)

· Found within a mile of initial location (89%)

· Found within short distance to the road (50%)

· Going to a ‘familiar place’

· Will not leave clues or trail

· Will not call out for help (99%)

· Will not respond to calls (99%)

· Affected by the environment

Triggers Why Do They Go?
· Placed in unfamiliar environment (20-28%)

· Saw coat – decided to go (13-27%)

· Argument – got angry (23-47%)

· Change in routine or schedule (23-27%)

· Spent the day away (23%)

· Change in medication (21%)

· Left alone in a vehicle (18%)
